One strength for all potential readers of the book is that patient positioning and the requirements for a technically adequate study are presented, as well as inherent limitations to certain techniques (e.g., supine portable chest x-rays as opposed to upright, posterior-to-anterior, films). All physicians would do well to read and understand these sections when requesting, interpreting, or suggesting studies.
The radiographs presented are, in general, of high quality and clearly demonstrate classic findings. This book should not, however, be viewed as a comprehensive radiology text. The differential diagnoses are not complete, and discussion of subtle findings and difficult interpretations, so crucial to making consistently excellent and complete readings, is sketchy or skipped altogether.
Overall Most medical microbiology textbooks are organized along traditional lines, systematically going through lists of organisms by taxonomic categories, summarizing the diseases they cause and the therapy available. Medical Microbiology is a new approach to teaching microbiology, designed to illustrate the dynamic host-pathogen relationships that occur in health and disease. The text emphasis is on the biological basis of the hostmicrobe interaction and is geared to making the subject matter more accessible and relevant to clinical practice.
Medical Microbiology is divided into four sections. The first section is entitled, "The Adversaries." It includes nine chapters, three devoted to introducing the varieties of microbes and explaining symbiotic associations between the human host and microbe flora. The remaining six chapters are devoted to host defense mechanisms which together make up a short immunology course. This section is intended to set the scene for the subsequent section entitled "Conflicts." "Conflicts" introduces the concept of infection as a competition between the capacity of the microorganism to multiply, spread, and cause disease, and the ability of the host to control, and finally terminate, the infection. This military analogy is played out in the following six chapters, taking each side of the battle in turn: "Entry, Exit and Transmission", "Natural Defense in Action", "Spread and Replication", "Adaptive Immunity in Action", "Parasite Survival Strategies and Persistent Infection", and finally, "Pathological Consequence of Infection".
The next section, "Diagnosis and Clinical Manifestations", includes two chapters on principles of specimen collection and diagnostic techniques which are followed by 15 chapters devoted to the clinical manifestation of infections within organ systems, including those in the compromised host. The system-by-system discussion amplifies the outcome of the struggles between host and microbe lucidly presented in the "Conflicts" section. This approach is useful because it discusses the major environments available for infectious organisms in the human body and the clinical syndrome produced, rather than taking each organism or each disease manifestation, in turn. This is clearly a preferred way of organizing infectious diseases in the mind of the clinician, but not an effective method of learning about the individual microbes that cause disease. This is a major drawback to the text. For example, a table of agents which infect the deeper layer of the eye includes CMV, P. aeruginosa, and T. gondii, but does not specify which one is a virus, bacterium, or protozoon. This information may not be obvious to the neophyte in microbiology, and the book would better serve such a reader with some introduction to microbes in the old-fashioned way. While the authors have included an appendix which taxonomically categorizes all the medically important organisms mentioned in the text, briefly listing characteristics, modes of replication, laboratory indentification, pathogenesis, and treatment, it is not a substitute for a traditional microbiology text. The book concludes with a section on control of infectious disease and discusses how the conflicts described can be controlled or eliminated, both at the level of the individual patient and at the level of the community.
The authors' dynamic world of human-microbe interaction is successfully communicated to the reader and enlivened by a profusion of full-color pictures, diagrams, and tables. 
